“*,.-1 Will Clothe Thee...” 


“_.. Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine 
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” (Zechariah 3:4) 

As soon as a repenting sinner is justified, he is justified for all his sins. Here stands a man 
[completely] guilty. The moment he believes in Christ, his pardon at once he receives; and 
his sins are no longer his. They are cast into the depths of the sea. They were laid upon the 
shoulders of Christ, and they are gone. The man stands a guiltless man in the sight of God, 
accepted in the beloved. “What!” say you, “do you mean that literally?” Yes, I do. That is 
the doctrine of justification by faith. Man ceases to be regarded by divine justice as a guilty 
being; the moment he believes on Christ, his guilt is all taken away. The moment a man 
believes Christ, he ceases to be guilty in God’s esteem; but what is more, he becomes 
righteous, he becomes [accepted in God’s sight], for in the moment when Christ takes his 
sins, he takes Christ’s righteousness; so that when God looks upon the sinner who but an 
hour ago was dead in sins, He looks upon him with as much love and affection as He ever 
looked upon His Son. [The Lord Himself] has said it: “As the Father loved me, so have I 
loved you” (John 15:9). He loves us as much as His Father loved Him. Can you believe 
such a doctrine as that? Does it not pass all thought? Well, it is a doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, the doctrine whereby we must hope to be saved. Can I to any unenlightened 
person illustrate this thought better? I will give him the parable given to us in the 
prophets—the parable of Joshua the high-priest. Joshua comes in, clothed in filthy 
garments; those filthy garments representing his sins. Take away the filthy garments; 
that is pardon. Put a miter on his head; clothe him in royal raiment; make him rich and 
fair; that is justification. But where do these garments come from? And where do those 
rags go to? Why the rags that Joshua had on go to Christ, and the garments put on 
Joshua are the garments that Christ wore. The sinner and Christ do just what Jonathan 
and David did. Jonathan put his robes on David, David gave Jonathan his garments. So 
Christ takes our sins, we take Christ’s righteousness, and it is by a glorious substitution 
and interchange of places that sinners go free and are justified by His grace. As soon as a 
sinner takes Christ’s place, and Christ takes the sinner’s place, there is no fear of a second 
change. If Christ has once paid the debt, the debt is paid; and it will never be asked for 
again [Romans 11:29]. If you are pardoned, you are pardoned once for ever. God does 
not give man a free pardon under His own decree, and then afterwards retracts it and 
punishes man: that be far from God so to do. He says, “I have punished Christ; you may 
go free.” And after that, we may “rejoice in hope of the glory of God” that “being 
justified by faith we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ” [Romans 
5:1-3]. And if [this teaching] seems strange in your ears, it is because your ears are 
estranged, and not because the doctrine is a strange one. It is the doctrine of holy 
[scripture] that none can condemn whom God justifies and that none can accuse those for 
whom Christ hath died; for they are totally free from sin. So that, as one of the prophets 
has it, God sees no sin in Jacob or iniquity in Israel. In the moment they believe their sins 
being imputed to Christ, they cease to be theirs, and Christ’s righteousness is imputed to 
them and accounted theirs, so that they are accepted. (Psalm 32) — C.H. Spurgeon 
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“God, having raised up His Son Jesus, [He] sent 
[His Son] to bless you, in turning away every one of 
you from his iniquities.” 
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“Praise the LORD! Our dear brother Walter is with Him “that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood” (Revelation 1:5). What 
a blessed gain death is, for those who can say by God’s grace “fo live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). Beloved, the dying 
believer never presumes upon the saving grace of God; rather he ever 
and always like the leper comes to the Lord, bows down and worships 
Him saying “Lord, if you’re willing, you can take me to glory.’ And by 
God’s undeserved grace His people hear Him with the ear of faith 
saying: “J will; be thou clean ... To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise” AMEN! [Matthew 8:1-3, Luke 23:43]. 


WELCOME 


Sinners are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


We extend our sympathy to Betty Groover and family on the recent 
death of her husband Walter. Brother Walter was our missionary, 
our friend, and our dear fellowservant who was for you and for me a 
faithful minister in the Lord (Ephesians 6:21). 


RESOURCES 


Be sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


One in Jesus 
“That they may be one...” (John 17:21) 


The prayer of Jesus Christ for believers who are one in Christ Jesus. “That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in 
us...” (John 17:21). Imagine that! One in God the Father and the Son: One in God! 
That’s the position of the believer in Christ Jesus, so “that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me.” John 17:22 says “And the glory which Thou gavest Me I 
have given them...” He is the Word of God, the only begotten Son of God, and He 
was made sin on the cross of Calvary, the sins of all His chosen people were laid 
upon Him; but Christ died and paid the ransom and redemption to divine justice on 
behalf of God’s chosen ones. And glory was given to Him at His victorious 
resurrection! He accomplished everything, He is victorious over death, over the sin 
of His chosen people in Christ. So “that they may be one, even as We are one” In 
God, in Christ, we are One! Imagine that! One in God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, what a foundation we have in Christ Jesus! “J in them, and thou in 
me...” The believer is in Christ so “that they may be made perfect in one; and that 
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved 
me.” God’s love is for every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers are citizens 
in the Kingdom of God in Christ. Citizens! We are not foreigners, we’re citizens! ... 
In Jesus Christ all the Israel of God will be saved. All the Israel of God chosen by 
God. And believers today, we Gentiles who believe, we are the Israel of God in 
Christ. All the chosen of God among the Jews and Gentiles, He has His chosen ones 
in the whole world, we are Gentiles but He chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world so that in Christ, God has established that in Christ Jesus circumcision 
be done by God. What is circumcision made by God in the believer? In the heart, the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers. Christ in us the Holy Spirit. The family of God 
in Christ is the Israel of God, we are the Israel of God, the redeemed. Gentile 
believers are not foreigners (the Jews, many of them hated...foreigners), in Christ 
we are not stranger nor sojourners ...rather we are Saints and members; Saints in 
Christ and members of the family of God in Jesus Christ. 


Ephesians 2 teaches us “For by grace are you saved through faith...” through 
faith. Many teach that the faith of man is the cause [of salvation], that is not true! 
It is by the gift of God! The faith that saves is the faith of Jesus Christ. ’m going 
to repeat that again. It says in Ephesians, “For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; [whose faith? The faith of Christ] and that not of yourselves...” Those who 
are saved have faith, but this is not the cause, it is the fruit, it is the gift of God. 
“... and that [this faith] not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” by the finished 
faith of Christ; He is the author and finisher of our faith [Hebrews 12:2]. “It is 
finished!” Christ said “and having bowed His head, He gave up His spirit” unto 
death. For this reason He was made a man, to accomplish the redemption of our 
souls [those of His people]. And He fulfilled everything by the finished faith of 
Christ. Not by works (religious works or whatever creature works) “Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” In whom are you boasting? In yourself? Forget about 
it, that’s vain! I want to glory in Christ Jesus! And believers want to boast in Christ 
Jesus! [Only in Christ! Only in Him! Salvation is found only in Him!] [AMEN!] 
— Brother Walter Groover (June 25th 1935 — May 27th 2021) 


